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Honorable William J. Casey, Director
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, DC 20505

g [4 éa_/

Dear Mr. Casey:

On March 28, 1948, based on the recommendation of General
Eisenhower, President Harry Truman awarded the Legion of
Merit in the degree of Chief Commander to General Draza
Mihailovich of Yugoslavia for leading important resistance
forces against the enemy which occupied Yugoslavia during
World War II. Furthermore, despite the fact that the Allies
had withdrawn support of Mihailovich in favor of supporting
Tito and his communists, General Mihailovich and his forces
were responsible for the rescue of over 500 American airmen
shot down over Yugoslavia in WWII. Recently declassified
0SS reports conclusively verify that the Allies decision to
abandon Mihailovich was the result of an extensive
disinformation campaign spearheaded by Soviet-recruited
spies within the British military.

Wwhat I would like to know is the following:

1. What was the basis of General Eisenhower's
recommendation that the Legion of Merit be
awarded to General Mihailovich?

2. In light of the fact that the Allies abandoned
Mihailovich, why did President Truman believe it
was necessary to bestow upon him the highest award
the U.S. can give to any foreigner?

3. Why was the U.S. State Department successful in
keeping this commendation classified until
congressional pressure forced its declassification
in 19682

In reference to these questions, I would like a member of
your staff to brief me on those considerations that played
into what appears to be a most inconsistent policy decision.
Finally, if there is any remaining classified information
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Honorable William Casey
August 1, 1985
Page Two

concerning the case of General Mihailovich, I would like it
to be made available for my review. Please have your staff
contact Jeff Crane at 225-3711 to make any necessary
arrangements.

Thank you for your assistance. I look forward to your
reply.

<;;22222j5§ z“""‘:-
Philip M. Crane, M.C.

PMC/jc
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